
	
 

UNA-Westchester celebrates United Nations Day 2017 in Rye, NY 

UNA-Westchester celebrated its 2017 United Nations Day with the theme “Global 
Goals, Local Leaders” at Wainwright House in Rye NY on October 22nd. This beautiful 
location, looking out to Long Island Sound, has some history with the UN. Revered 
Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold had an office there, and a meditation room 
upstairs is dedicated to him. Ms. Carol Craig, Chair of the Board of Directors, welcomed 
the guests to this historic venue, where we were most pleased to be hosted.  

Marcia Brewster, President of UNA-Westchester, also welcomed the 70 guests and gave 
some background about the theme, noting the importance of the 17 global Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) that had been adopted by all nations in 2015 and are the 
core of the UN’s agenda until 2030. She also stressed that it is up to all of us to 
contribute to the Goals in our own way. The chapter will honor seven local leaders at 
today’s event to illustrate how we can contribute at the local level. She also mentioned 
UNA-USA’s national “Adopt a Future” campaign to support schools in refugee camps 
in Kenya. Along with the Southern New York State Division, UNA-Westchester has 
pledged to raise $30,000 for the Gambela Primary School at Kakuma camp, to cover 
costs of a classroom, teachers and supplies for 40 students over a 10-year period. We 
will be having a fund-raiser for the school on December 6th in Mount Vernon. The 
cosponsors for the UN Day event were Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., the LINKS, 
Inc., and Wainwright House. 

Keynote speaker Ambassador Mac Donald (R) with Oneida 
Cabaleiro, Patrick Sciarratta and Marcia Brewster 

Keynote speaker Ambassador Henry Mac 
Donald of Suriname outlined some of the work 
he and fellow ambassadors to the UN were 
doing to contribute to the SDGs. He mentioned 
a number of practical steps we can take to 
alleviate poverty (goal #1). He noted that 1.5 
billion people in 102 countries (29% of the 

world’s population) still live in absolute poverty. Over 900 million people are at risk of 
starvation due to climate change, inflation and civil unrest. He is working with Iceland 
on the agenda up to and after 2030. He stressed that 72 countries had met the earlier 
poverty targets set in 2000 under the Millennium Development Goals, and some of the 
biggest countries (i.e., China, Brazil) had surpassed the targets. Ending poverty is an 
attainable goal. He also discussed their contributions to the following Sustainable 



	
Development Goals: 4, quality education; 5, gender equality; 8, decent work and 
economic growth; 11, sustainable cities; 13, climate action; and 17 partnerships.  

In the Q and A session, moderated by Ambassador Bob Jalang’o, he went into more 
detail about the “HeForShe” campaign, that encourages men to fight for gender 
equality, and some of the other ways we can contribute directly to the Goals in our 
everyday lives. He talked about the plight of refugees fleeing their countries because of 
climate change and natural disasters (such as small island countries and those in 
desertified areas). This is a real concern that needs to be addressed. 

Following the Q and A, the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., presented the awards to 
the seven local honorees: Daniel Bena of 
PepsiCo; Dawna Michelle Fields from Colgate-
Palmolive Co.; Neighbors Link (presented to 
Mary Vinton); Former Congressman Richard 
Ottinger and Professor Nicholas Robinson, who 
co-founded the Pace Energy and Environmental 
Center; Rotary District 7230 (presented to Janet 
DiBenedetto, District Governor); and 
Christopher Swain, long-distance swimmer for 
a cause.  

Some of the local leaders (Christopher Swain, 3rd from Left) and Daniel Bena (5th from Left) with UNA members on 
UN Day  

Each was honored for their contributions to specific goals. Professor Nick Robinson, a 
40-year member of UNA-USA responded masterfully on behalf of the awardees. Please 
read the profiles in the attached file. 

The reception on this beautiful day was enjoyed as a celebration of the United Nations 
and a wonderful networking opportunity.  

 

 

 

	

		


