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Welcome to your copy of The Global Connection, Volume 1 #3

This Last Issue before Fall 2018 Contains Important
Announcements and Great Articles!

Letter from the President 

Dear friends and members of UNA-Westchester, 

After seven years as president of your association, it is time for me
to step down and make way for others to lead. I have been honored
to serve in this capacity. After spending my career at the United
Nations, being part of the United Nations Association of the USA
was a good way to transition into retirement. While I hand the gavel
to Dave Finch as your new president, I will still be part of the
organization. I have in fact agreed to take a position in UNA-USA’s
National Council, and I will continue to serve on the chapter’s

Program Committee. 

A lot has happened since I assumed this position. The UNA-USA became a program under
the United Nations Foundation in 2010. Despite some early challenges, this has given us
much better access not only to senior UN officials, but also to our representatives on
Capitol Hill. Although the predecessor to UNA was founded in 1943 (two years before the
United Nations), UNA-USA was having trouble attracting new members. Now nationally,
UNA-USA is the largest grassroots organization in the world in support of the UN, with 135
chapters and over 28,000 members, a large percentage of whom are students. Over the
same period, the annual conference at the UN, which started as the Mid-Atlantic
Conference in 2009, has become the Global Engagement Summit, attracting over 1,500
participants in the UN General Assembly in 2018. What started as the brainchild of several
of us in the Southern New York State Division has become the major outreach effort of the
association, attracting members, constituents, and students from all over the country. 

(Read more on the website: click on the button, below)
 
Marcia Brewster
President, UNA-USA Westchester Chapter

Click Here for the Rest of the Article

http://www.unawestchester.org/
https://unawestchester.weebly.com/global-connection.html
https://unawestchester.weebly.com/marcia.html


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Superintendents, Principals, Faculty, Youth
JOIN US, LIVE OR VIA SKYPE

To learn about Rock Your World on FRIDAY, JUNE
8

Human Rights Education:
A New View of the World in the

Classroom and Beyond

When young people learn about the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, they look at their world with a new,
critical lens. They begin to ask difficult questions that have
no easy answers and they commit themselves
wholeheartedly to human rights issues about which they care deeply. In short, they become
a force to be reckoned with and begin to glean the benefits of taking action. Anyone in
attendance at the UNA-USA Westchester Chapter meeting on April 29th can attest to this.   

Nine students, representing 3 groups presented their project work and spoke about their
process learning about the UDHR, connecting with issues and working on creative
advocacy campaigns to inform others about their issue of choice. Students from the FREE
Campaign worked on human trafficking in the United States, students from the Save Our
Water Campaign focused on the water crisis in Cape Town, South Africa, and students
from the Provide for Puerto Rico Campaign brought attention to human rights issues in
post hurricane Puerto Rico. Each of these young people were honored to present their work
to a larger audience at the UNA meeting, feeling that they were making a difference outside
of their school community.

Ed Note: Unrelated to the Somers School groups, another youth, Ms. Harshita Shet,
presented a well-documented project among the students' campaigns. "Dignity for Girls,"
which seeks to contribute feminine hygiene products to shelters (ie. My Sister's Place) and
prisons. 

These are some excerpts from students reflecting on their process:

“The most rewarding part of the process was when we got invited to the convention for
the UN. It was good to know that my project was put together enough to be shown in front
of people who actually know things about the UN and the UDHR to a higher extent then
the kids at our school.”

(Read more on the website: click on the button, below)

Tricia Baldes and Jessica Burnquist
UDHR Committee
UNA USA Westchester Board of Directors

Read the rest of Tricia and Jess' article here

The United Nations Association, Westchester Chapter and its co-sponsors are
challenging all YOUTH, in grades 5-12 to participate: Read the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), have a creative response to it, or
better-still: team up with your teacher and classmates to start a campaign
based on any aspect of the UDHRs 30 World-Changing topics.

JOIN US FOR THE KICK-OFF, LIVE OR VIA SKYPE on Friday, June 8, at 11AM, IN THE

https://unawestchester.weebly.com/tricia.html


GREENBURGH TOWN HALL 177 Hillside Ave.
 Greenburgh, NY 10607

YOUTH Volunteers Sought -
August 21 - 24, 2018 - United
Nations Conference

This is an exciting
opportunity to work
alongside the United Nations
during the highlight
conference of the year: The
United Nations Department
of Public Information NGO
Conference, 22 and 23
August 2018.

All day training at the UN scheduled for 21 August; there may be an extra added at
Columbia University or elsewhere to complete the networking phase for the global NGO
leadership community on 24 August.

Youth, 18+ are needed to assist with registration, guiding delegates, information
dissemination, assistance with workshops, floaters, and other aspects of this major
international event. Up to 1500 delegates are anticipated - so we are seeking 100 youth
volunteers. While there is no compensation for the experience, it will the a great way to
meet the staff and High Officials at the UN, as well as the celebrities and internationally
recognized speakers who will address the conclave.

You can read the preliminary Concept Paper here. Even if you cannot join as a volunteer,
you will be able to register, free of charge, here.

To join the volunteer team or to learn more, please register, here.

See you there!

Communicating Good News About the United Nations

Hello from your Communications Chair on
the UNA Westchester Board of Directors.

If you have been following along, I provided
five top reasons why we should all support
the United Nations in our last issue (link
here).

Today, I offer you five more!

6. Supporting Disarmament
The United Nations pursues global
disarmament and arms limitation as central to peace and security. It works to reduce and
eventually eliminate nuclear weapons, destroy chemical weapons, strengthen the
prohibition against biological weapons, and halt the proliferation of landmines, small arms
and light weapons. UN treaties are the legal backbone of disarmament efforts: the
Chemical Weapons Convention has been ratified by 190 States, the Mine-Ban Convention
by 162 and the Arms Trade Treaty by 69. At the local level, UN peacekeepers often work to
implement disarmament agreements between warring parties. In El Salvador, Sierra
Leone, Liberia and elsewhere, this has entailed demobilizing combat forces as well as
collecting and destroying their weapons as part of an overall peace agreement.

https://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/content/67th-un-dpingo-conference-concept-note
https://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/67th-dpingo-conference
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1CTAQmeEjOMBQeOHaed6YxJFGl7bnBtwyAXN8GebVoBM/viewform?edit_requested=true


7. Combating Terrorism
Governments coordinate their counter-terrorism efforts through the United Nations. In
2006, they adopted at the UN the first-ever global strategy to counter terrorism. UN
agencies and programmes have helped countries to put in practice the global strategy,
providing legal assistance and promoting international cooperation against terrorism. The
UN has also put in place a legal framework to combat terrorism. Fourteen global
agreements have been negotiated under UN auspices, including treaties against hostage-
taking, aircraft hijacking, terrorist bombings, terrorism financing and nuclear terrorism.

(Read 3 more reasons on the website: click on the button below)

Patrick Sciarratta
Communications Chair
UNA USA Westchester Chapter Board of Directors

Click Here for Additional Facts about the UNs Actual Work for Humanity

Is the US becoming an island?

If so, it is not because of climate change and rising seas but due to the country’s current
politics, policies and statements (and tweets). Even the best friends of the US in e.g. Europe
are scratching their heads in view of what the US is doing – or un-doing. Some examples:

(Read more on the website: click on the button, below)

Jan Fischer
Vice President
UNA USA Westchester Board of Directors

Read More Here

Here's a Fun and Educational Travel Idea from UNA
Westchester:

CULTURAL EXCHANGE IN CUBA - THE SDGs at WORK

Choose Your Dates!
Proposed Departures: 6 January or 24 February - Which Do You Prefer?

Join a very special 6-day cultural exchange program to
Cuba with your friends from UNA Westchester.

This tour will visit Havana but beyond that, we have been invited to visit a unique biosphere
village aimed at furthering the Sustainable Development Goals. We will meet artists and
producers creating new, sustainable development tourism programs that highlight Cuban
Culture and the Arts.

For six educational and fun days, we will visit new, privately owned restaurants and meet
NGO leaders and other officials who will help us explore all that Cuba's emerging nation
has to offer. Visit our neighbor to the south through Carlson Maritime Travel, the leader in
low-cost, NGO-oriented tourism to Cuba - AND know that $200 from each tour will
include a tax deductible contribution to UNA Westchester!

Request the full program here and learn how to maximize this deduction under the
new tax laws. A downloadable flier is located here. All details will be sent directly from
UNA Westchester upon request. Once you sign up, the great professionals at Carlson
Maritime Travel will take over and guide our group, every step of the way.

ALL ARE INVITED: COME JOIN US THIS WINTER IN CUBA!

https://unawestchester.weebly.com/patrick.html
https://unawestchester.weebly.com/jan.html
mailto:patrick@vnclm.org
https://unawestchester.weebly.com/uploads/2/2/0/7/22077864/ngo_one_page_flyer__1_.pdf


UNA’s Adopt-A-Future Campaign
for Educating Refugee Children

Report on Fundraising for Adopt-A-Future to
aid our adopted Gambela Primary School in
Kenya’s Refugee Camps 

As all members are aware, the UNA-USA’s Southern New
York Coalition, of which Westchester Chapter is a part,
made a commitment in 2017 to support Gambela Primary
School in Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya. We then
pledged to raise $30,000 to be used for constructing a
sustainable classroom to accommodate forty school



children for ten years, purchase school uniforms and books for the children, and train
special teachers. There is so much overcrowding in schools to the extent that thousands of
children are taught under trees in scorching sun and dusty environment. One refugee child
recently described the situation this way; “my classroom is always overcrowded. I have to
wake up very early to get to school as early 6:00am or 5:00am so that I could reserve my
seat otherwise I sit on the classroom’s dirty floor during lessons”.

The good news, according to Kenya’s Ministry of Education report is this. “At the end of
October 2017, thousands of refugee students in Kenya took part in the country’s national
primary school exams (end of Middle school), known as the Kenya Certificate of Primary
Education (KCPE). A 14-year-old among them, Magot Thuch Ayii, scored 413 points out of
500 in Kenya’s primary-school exam, becoming one of the top students in the country.
Magot, who is from South Sudan, was a student at Cush Primary School in Kakuma
Refugee Camp”.

(Read more on the website: click on the button, below)

Ambassador Bob F. Jalango
UNA USA Westchester Chapter Board of Directors

Click Here to Read More

Support Adopt-A-Future!

Donate to Adopt-A-Future Online Here

Westchester Chapter Reaches Out to Public Schools

A major purpose of UNA-USA is to educate Americans about the role of the United Nations
in our interconnected world.  The Westchester Chapter introduces this topic every Spring to
third graders in some public schools in Yonkers, NY, through a program called “Peace
Makes the World a Better Place.”  Now in its thirteenth season, the project offers students a
view of what the UN is and a few of the issues it addresses, such as refugees and clean
water.  

It is a measure of success that the schools participating in this program are eager to have
us back each year.  An even greater reward is to see the students responding to the topics
with interest and thoughtfulness.  Our goal at any level is to promote the concept of global
cooperation, and it is well established that children at this age are able to discuss and
absorb the concepts effectively.  The third-grade curriculum features global studies, which
makes it a good moment to introduce the United Nations.  Through visuals, the students
become familiar with the UN building, the General Assembly, the Secretary-General and
the official languages; they learn about refugees and consider what their needs would be;
and they talk about the importance of clean water and what the UN is doing to increase its
availability.  The children are encouraged to relate UN goals to their own lives and to create
original drawings reflecting a theme of peace.

(Read more on the website: click on the button, below)

Karen Rockwell
Education Committee
UNA-USA Westchester Board of Directors  

Click Here for the Rest of the Article

https://unawestchester.weebly.com/amb-bob.html
https://act.unausa.org/onlineactions/7i5Dpd372kS_PPEYvAsjKQ2
https://unawestchester.weebly.com/karen.html


Commentary: The Fate of the Iran Deal

On May 8, 2018, President Donald J. Trump abandoned the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), more commonly known as the Iran deal, an agreement forged over the
course of two years by the Barack Obama administration and the governments of Britain,
France, Germany, Russia, China, and Iran (that is, the five permanent members of the UN
Security Council plus Germany and Iran) and verified by the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), a UN-affiliated organization based in Vienna. (The overall deal also
included side agreements strictly between Iran and the IAEA.) Throughout the agreement’s
existence, the IAEA has confirmed that Iran has in fact been complying with it.

Many defenders of the Iran deal—perhaps in order to show that they are reasonable, even-
handed people—preface their remarks by conceding that it was a flawed agreement. It was
not a flawed agreement; it was a negotiated compromise, but is—or was—also a milestone
in the history of arms control. The basic contours of the agreement were that Iran would
agree to forego nuclear weapons, accept certain physical restrictions on its civilian nuclear
program (which expire in 10, 15, or 25 years, depending on the restriction), and submit to
an IAEA verification regime that has been described as the most rigorous even devised.
That verification regime was designed to assure that no nuclear material was diverted from
Iran’s civilian program to any other, unauthorized program, and it was to continue in
perpetuity. Only one other arms control agreement in history is valid indefinitely; that is
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, which was made permanent in 1995, 25 years after it
went into effect. In return, the United States and the United Nations agreed to end
sanctions that had been imposed expressly for the purpose of compelling Iran to negotiate
such an agreement and thus would have been expected to expire in any event when the
agreement went into effect.

(Read more on the website: click on the button, below)

Scott C. Monje
Editor, Newsletter
UNA-USA Westchester Board of Directors  

Read the rest of Scott's Commentary HERE

MASTHEAD & SUBMISSIONS

Officers
Marcia Brewster, President
Brenda L. G. Smith, Vice President
David R. Finch, Treasurer
Scott C. Monje, Secretary
Marcia Wallace, Nominations

Members
Myrna Anover
Mary Seward Downes
J. Yuhanna Edwards
H.E. Ambassador Robert Jalang’o
Joan Katen
Karen Rockwell El-Badry
Lilli Schindler
Patrick Sciarratta
 
Ex Officio: Doris Benson, George Garland, Jeanne Betsock Stillman
 
Photos: Reprinted from un.org and other related sources
 

Submissions for consideration to the UNA-USA Westchester Newsletter:

https://unawestchester.weebly.com/scott.html
https://unawestchester.weebly.com/global-connection/masthead-and-submissions


First, all articles must be reviewed for content and quality. Submissions for Consideration should be sent to the

Communications Chair: Patrick@vnclm.org

The article should be:

•  500-800 words – The lead paragraphs will be published in the magazine, with a link to the UNA-USA

Westchester site, and any related site, where the complete article may be viewed.

•  Commentary and Event-oriented articles on a relevant tone, highlighting recently past or upcoming

events are preferred.

•  In the context of the relationship between the United Nations and the Westchester community and United

States are preferred.

The article should not contain any of the following:

•  Advertorial/for-profit message or endorsement of any kind

•  Information unrelated to the work of the UN in some capacity

•  Inappropriate information or language, specific political or religious advocacy

The article can be a:

•  Personal Essay

•  Op-ed

•  Narrative

•  And include video content

Here are some guiding topics to help you get started:

•  Actions you have taken to address the issues presented/discussed at/by the UN

•  How the UN has shaped or changed your thinking about national or international issues: the SDGs, pending

debates, USA – UN relations, etc.

•  Your perspectives on the UNs global development goals and challenges

•  Experiences with community action of any kind in relation to UN goals or challenges

•  Stories about global friendships and collaborations that started at UN Conferences, etc.

•  Submit articles in Word (.doc) format to this address: Patrick@vnclm.org with the subject line “UNAUSA W

Newsletter: ‘Title of the Article’.” Once reviewed, it may take about 14 business days until the article is

acknowledged as received and a decision is provided as to its use in the UNAUSA W Newsletter.

•  Along with the article, kindly provide a brief description about the author (1-2 sentences), together with

relevant information such as a website link, a Twitter handle, and other contact information, if applicable.

UNA-USA Westchester, Marcia Brewster, President | mmbrewsterny@gmail.com
1-914-924-2460 | https://www.unawestchester.org

mailto:Patrick@vnclm.org
mailto:mmbrewsterny@gmail.com
http://www.unawestchester.org

